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ANNCR: 

AMERICAN GRAIN MARKET OFFICIALS ARE BECOMING CONCERNED 
ABOUT UNUSUALLY DRY WEATHER OVER AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE 
WINTER WHEAT BELT...AS WE HEAR IN THIS REPORT FROM KANSAS 
CITY BY VOA FARM EDITOR ROD TURNBULL. 

VOICE: 

THE FACT IS THAT SECTIONS OF THE SOUTHWESTERN PLAINS 
COUNTRY HAS BEEN QUITE ARRID ALL WINTER. SO THE CONCERN 
NOW ABOUT THE DRY WEATHER IS NOT NE‘. DRY WEATHER IS A 
CONSTANT THREAT TO CROPS IN THE WHEAT BELT. BUT AT SOME 
POINT, THE SITUATION BECOMES A TRUE DROUGHT. AND THAT'S 
WHAT WE NOW HAVE IN THE WHEAT BELT. 

GRAIN OFFICIALS ARE PREDICTING THAT UNLESS THIS AREA 
GETS MOISTURE SOON, THE WHEAT CROP ISN'T GOING TO BE AS 
BIG AS ORIGINALLY EXPECTED. AND BECAUSE OF THEIR CONCERN, 
WHEAT PRICES HAVE INCREASED IN THE UNITED STATES OVER THE 
LAST SEVERAL DAYS. 

THE UNFAVORABLE MOISTURE PATTERN TAKES IN PARTS OF 
FIVE SOUTHWESTERN STATES, ALL OF WHICH ARE IMPORTANT WHEAT 
PRODUCING AREAS. THIS REGION, KNOWN AS THE SOUTHWESTERN 
PLAINS, USUALLY RECEIVES ONLY A MARGINAL AMOUNT OF RAINFALL. 
AND THAT'S WHY THE FARMERS THERE GROW WHEAT RATHER THAN CORN 


OR SOYBEANS, WHICH REQUIRE MORE MOISTURE, 
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WINTER WHEAT IS PLANTED IN THE FALL AND USUALLY 
RECEIVES ENOUGH RAINFALL FOR THE PLANTS TO GET FAIRLY WELL 
ESTABLISHED BEFORE THE WINTER FREEZE SETS IN. IN THE 
WINTER, WHEN THE WHEAT CROP IS DORMANT, SNOW IS VERY HELPFUL 
AS A SOURCE OF MOISTURE. WITH THE SPRING RAINS, THE CROP 
COMES ALIVE, GROWS FAST AND IS HARVESTED IN EARLY SUMMER 
BEFORE HOT, DRY WEATHER ARRIVES. 

THE WINTER WHEAT CROP CAN STILL RECOVER IF IT GETS 
THE NEEDED MOISTURE SOON, IT'S ALSO OF NOTE THAT THE 
LOCALIZED DROUGHT CONDITIONS THIS WINTER ARE NOT A THREAT 
TO THE ENTIRE U.S, WHEAT CROP, IN FACT, MOST OF THE WINTER 
WHEAT CROP OVER THE COUNTRY IS IN GOOD SHAPE. EVEN UNDER 
PREVAILING CONDITIONS, THE UNITED STATES SHOULD HAVE A 
SUBSTANTIAL WHEAT HARVEST THIS YEAR. BUT OBVIOUSLY IT WILL 
BE A BETTER CROP IF RAIN COMES SOON IN THE DRY AREA. 
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